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AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION 
LAGOS 


In reply quote no... 22/6/16 


(a Memorandum No....... G6Gs  e 
\y _ 5 September 1974. 


j 


ra ara Foreign Affairs, } Ff 2 | Z + 
CANBERRA. 





NIGERIA/ISRAEL RELATIONS 


Before his departure from Lagos, which had to be helped along by 
a direct request from the police to leave, the PLO representative reportedly 
said in his disgruntlement that the Israelis obviously still had influence 
in the Nigerian Ministry of External Affairs. There is probably some truth 
in this. You will recall ourimemorandum No. 637 of 5 November 1973 about 
the reasons for Nigeria's belated break in relations with Israel. 


26 According to the Finnish Embassy here, which looks after Israeli 
interests in Nigeria, the Israelis were indeed popular in Nigeria (at least 
in the south) and their Ambassador partioularly active and effective. As a 
result of the basically good relations which existed between the twe govern~ 
ments, Israeli businessmen have continued te operate extensively in Nigeria, 
particularly in Lagos, and maintain wide contacts through which they are 
able to make Israel's interests known. 


3 While Israel's diplomatic effort in Africa in future is likely 

to be more limited than before and concentrated on key countries and on 
those countries with which it retains commercial ties, it is still premature 
to talk of a resumption in diplomatic relations between Israel and Nigeria. 
Having attracted attention for its tardiness in breaking relations with 
Israel, it is unlikely Nigeria will wish to be among the forerunners of those 
in Africa involved in any resumption of relations. Moreover unlike a number 
of other African countries Nigeria has not suffered economically from the 

oil price war triggered off by last year's middle east troubles. Accordingly 
feeling here is that Nigeria will only resume relations with Israel after 
other African countries who have felt the pinch do so, in particular Ghana, 
Kenya and Senegal. 


4e The Finns say that the task of representing Israeli interests 

here has been trouble free and uncomplicated. The only moment of concern 
arose at the end of last year when the Nigerian police warned the Mnbassy 
of the arrival by road from Dahomey of two Palestinian agents sravelling 

on Libyan passports but who were soon escorted out of Nigeria. 


5. A copy of this memorandum has been sent to Accra, Dar es Salaam, 
Nairobi and Tel Aviv. 


{ 
LAAnA_ 


(0. Cordell) 
First Secretary 
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The Secretary, F 
Department of Foreign Affairs, A 


CANBERRA ee 


NIGERIA - r4paEt 
BREAKING OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 





Enclosed for your information is a copy of 
the text of the statement released by the Federal 
Military Government announcing that as from 25 October 
Nigeria had broken diplomatic relations with Israel. 


26 As officers have only just returned from an 
official tour of the northern states of Nigeria, it 
has not yet been possible to prepare detailed comments. 
These will follow in next week's bag. 





(Keith Baker) 
First Secretary 


rug nAr & NM. 


Sent 
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STATEMENT BY THE FEDERAL MILITARY 
. GOVERNMENT OF NIGERTA ON THE MIDDLE 
EAST Sl I 


25TH OCTOBER, 1 


Since the outbreak of war in the Middle East on 
October 6, 1973, the Federal Military Government has 
maintained contact with all the parties involved, 
including the two super-powers, with a view to lending 
its support to all efforts that would re-establish peace 
in the region. 

The Federal Military Government was, therefore, 
particularly gratifieu to learn of the acceptance by the 
parties to the conflict, of the Security Council resolution 
No. 558 «ZX the 22nd October, 1973, calling for a ceasefire. 
The Government is particularly pleased to note the 
magnanimous and far-sighted action of President Sadat 
of Egypt, in readily accepting the ceasefire proposal, 
in the interest of genuine peace in the Middle East, and 
with a high sense of responsibility and outstanding 
statesmanship. The Federal Military Government of Nigeria 
wishes to express its full support and solidarity with the 
C ernment and people of Egypt in this momentous decision, 
and reaffirms its full understanding and endormement of the 
reasons that led Egypt to take up arms in the defence of 
its legitimate rights. The Nigerian Government had 
repeatedly stated that it could not subscribe to any 
policy that conferred legitimacy on the acquisition of 
territory by force of arms. It also recognises that no 
people, and no nation, can tolerate in silence the 
occupation of its territories by foreign forces. 


AO ARSE oc. 
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In this regard, the Nigerian Government had 
repeatedly called upor the Government of Israel to 


a 


withdraw from the territory of Egypt, a member cov try 
of the Organization of African Unity, which the Israeli 
forces occupied in their pre-emptive and sudden attack 
upon Egypt in 1967. Since the outbreak of the most recent 
hostilities, the Nigerian Government had also made it 
abundantly clear to the Government of Israel that Nigerians 
could not tolerate a situation in which the territories 
of a sister African country would continue to be further 
violated. The Israeli Government was specifically 
informed that, while the Nigerian Government was, for the 
moment, prepared to continue to maintain contact with 
Israel in the hope that such contacts would provide 
opportunities for counselling moderation and restraint, 
in the circumstances, Nigerian opinion would not accept 
a@ Situation in which Israeli forces either attacked 
civilian populations and urban centres in Egypt, or 
any further infraction of Egyptian sovereignty by an 
attempt to establish an Israeli military presence on 
the West Bank of the Suez. 

In the last few days, confirmation has been 
received of the extent of Israeli incursion into the 
West Bank of the Suez and the occupation of a further 
area of nearly 500 square miles of Egyptian territory, 
to which the Israelis could not, by any length of 
imagination, claim a legitimate right. This confirmation 
has now necessitated an immediate review of Nigeria's 
relations with Israel, since the action of the Israeli 
Government, in this regard, in seizing and further 


occupying large areas of Egypt, and investing them 


/with substantial ---- 
aros/ 
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with substantial military forces, indicated its contempt 
for African and world opinion. 

The Nigerian Government has made it abundantly 
Clear that Nigeria is interested in supporting all 
legitimate moves designed to achieve a just and lasting 
peace in the Middle Hast, provided that the legitimate 
rights and prerogatives of Egypt and all other Arab 
countries, are adequately protected in the arrangement 
for such a lasting peace. Nigeria is convinced that 
the recent action of Israeli forces in crossing into the 
West Bank of the Suez and in taking advantage of the 
early stages of the ceasefire to further extend and 
consolidate its hold %n large areas of Egyptian 
territory, is not conducive to the promotion of a peace- 
ful and just settlement in the area, and constitutes 
ample evidence of bad faith on the part of Israel. 

Consequently, the Federal Military Government of 
Nigeria had decided to break diplomatic relations with 


the Government of Israel with immediate effect. 


faros/ 
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fe The Premiers of Eastern and ifid-Western Nigeria, 

“Dr. Michael Okpara and Chief Dennis Osadebay, have criticised 

the statement by the Premier of Northern Nigeria, Sir areas Seite 

that "Israel bond not exist" (reported in our Savin S20), 2 

Dr. Okpara said that his Government and party (the .C.N.C.) would 
a ‘) 


to resolve the Israeli-Arab dispute. He appeal 
ins not to take sides in the conflict. 

















